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Studies on the Outbreak of Leucaena Psyllid (Heteropsylla cubana Crawford)

on Leucaena leucocephala (Lam.) de Wit cv. Tarramba in Thailand
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Abstract

Leucaena psyllid (Heteropsylla cubana Crawford) is one of the most important pests of Leucaena
species. The psyllid causes severe damage to Leucaena every year. Studies on the outbreak of H. cubana
on Leucaena leucocephala cultivar Tarramba was carried out on 8 experimental fields of 3 provinces including
Prachinburi, Lumphun and Lumpang during September 2008 to September 2009. The results showed that the
outbreak of leucaena psyllid at Prachinburi Province was the highest during July to October whereas at
Lumphun and Lumpang Provinces the highest outbreak of the psyllid was during September to December.
Investigation on relationships between the infestation of leucaena psyllid and environmental conditions showed
that low temperature and high relative humidity were stimulatory conditions for the increase in leucaena psyllid
infestation in field experiments. This experiment provided useful information for leucaena psyllid management
to avoid the outbreak and to reduce the damage of leucaena psyllid especially during late rainy season to

winter season.
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Figture 2 Damage of leucaena psyllid on Leucaena leucocephala cv.Tarramba by reducing growth of young

shoot (a) and causing abnormal leaves (b)
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