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A Study of Longkongs Handling Procedures for Export
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Abstract

Procedures for export of longkong bunches to Hong Kong were studied by comparing maturity stages, 1-
methylcyclopropene (1-MCP) fumigation, packing methods and moisture addition. Longkong bunches were dipped
in a mixed solution containing CaCl,, naphthalene acetic acid (NAA)and carbendazim before packing and loaded
into a container, set temperature at 18°C and ventilation rate at 0.8 container volume per hour. It was found that
the suitable procedure was using longkong at 13 weeks after full bloom, no1-MCP fumigation, packed the fruit in
well vented plastic basket lined with 2 layers of proof paper and added wet cloth on top before closing the basket.
The fruit retained their freshness with less than 9% of fruit drop for 10 days. After transfer to room temperature for
4 days, the fruit drop was less than 30% complying with the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives standard.
However, the fruit quality depended on preharvest cultural practices of different orchards.
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