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ABSTRACT: The objectives of this research were 1) to study personal and economic factors
of farmers 2) to study media exposure about durian of durian farmers in Tha Mai District,
Chantaburi Province. The sample size of this study was 354 durian farmers in Tha Mai district,
Chantaburi province. Data were collected using interview schedule. Statistic analyze to data
using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum figure. The
results of this research indicated that most of the durian farmers were male (62.4%) with average
age at 44.48 years, graduated with secondary school to high school (34.7%), married, the average
number of family members were 4 persons, the average experience in durian planting were
12.08 years, the average durian plantation area were 10.24 rai, the average expense was 18,094.63
baht per rai, the average income was 56,926.55 baht per rai. Most of the durian farmers used
their own funding source (67.2%). Durian farmers received information about durian from people
media through agricultural extension agents and community leaders (57.3%), mass media through
academic papers and books relevant to agriculture (58.8%), activity media through the meeting
(50.0%), and online media through Facebook (59.9%).
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Table 1 Number and percentage of personal factor of durian farmers in Tha Mai district,

Chanthaburi province (n=354)

Personal factors of durian farmers Number Percentage
Gender
Male 221 62.4
Female 133 37.6
Age (years)
22-38 years 114 32.2
39-49 years 114 32.2
50 years or more 126 35.6
Mean = 44.48 S.D.=12.19 Min. = 22 Max. = 78
Educational level
No formal education to primary school 119 33.6
Secondary school to high school 123 34.7
Bachelor’s degree to higher than Bachelor’s degree 112 31.7
Number of family members
1-4 persons 242 68.4
5 or more persons 112 31.6
Group members / Farmers Institute
Not being group member 73 20.6
Being group member 281 79.4
Farmers’ group 59 16.7
Farm housewife group 50 14.1
Agricultural cooperatives aq 12.4
Bank for Agriculture and agricultural cooperatives (BAAC) 128 36.2
Durian planting experience
1-5 years 126 35.6
6-14 years 96 27.1
15 years or more 132 37.3
Mean = 12.08 S.D.=9.23 Min. =1 Max. = 50
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Table 2 Number and percentage of economic factors of durian farmers in Tha Mai district,
Chanthaburi province (n=354)

Economic factors of durian farmers Number Percentage

Production cost of durian

Less than 10,001 (baht/ year/ rai) 142 40.1
10,001-20,000 (baht/ year/ rai) 138 39.0
20,001 (baht/ year/ rai) or more 74 20.9

Mean = 18,094.63 S.D. = 12,282.57 Min =500 Max= 70,000

Income from selling durian products

Less than 40,001 (baht/ year/ rai) 159 44.9
40,001-50,000 (baht/ year/ rai) 7 21.8
50,001 (baht/ year/ rai) or more 118 333

Mean = 56,926.55  S.D. = 35,950.97 Min = 5,000 Max = 300,000

Durian planting area

Less than 4 rai 97 27.4
5-10 rai 154 435
11 rai or more 103 29.1

Mean = 10.24 S.D. = 12.545 Min = 1.00  Max = 160.00

Funding source to grow durian

None loan 238 67.2
Loan 116 32.8
Bank for Agriculture agricultural cooperatives (BAAC) 88 24.8
Village fund 20 5.7
Capitalist 1 0.3
Agricultural cooperatives 7 2.0
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Table 3 Number and percentage of media exposure of durian farmers in Tha Mai district,

Chanthaburi province (n=354)

Media exposure of durian farmers Number Percentage

People media

Agricultural extensionist and leader community 203 57.3

Relatives, friend 151 42.7
Mass media

Academic paper and book relevant to agriculture 208 58.8

Television, radio 146 41.2
Activity media

Meeting 177 50.0

Demonstration, exhibition, training 111 31.4

Site visit 66 18.6
Online media

Facebook 212 59.9

Line 100 28.2

Website 42 11.9
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