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ABSTRACT: This research aimed to 1) study the basic demographic characteristic of farmers,
type of services, and perception of information, 2) study the opinion towards agricultural
extension of farmers, and 3) compare opinions toward agricultural extension of farmers classified
by basic demographic, types of services, and perception of information of farmers. The sample
size was 312 farmers in Suphan Buri province who came to receive services from the Agricultural
Technology Promotion Center (Plant Protection). Data gathered with the questionnaire asked
for farmers’ opinion on the agricultural extension was statistically described and hypothesis
tested. The results showed that most farmers were male (58.65%), 41-50 years old (33.00%),
graduated from high school or vocational certificate (23.72%), had four household members,
had agricultural area less than 16 rai (34.62%), and owned land (58.65%). Most farmers requested
bio—products (79.71%), and perceived information from people media through neighbors
(36.13%), the activity media through the agricultural knowledge training from the government
sectors (41.43%), and mass media through documents and the received agricultural advice
(42.71%). Farmers agreed with all aspects of agricultural extension at a high level (4.06 score).
However, age and membership of different groups or organizations of farmers resulted in
statistical differences in overall opinions on all aspects (P < 0.05).
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Table 2 Comparison of the average opinion on agricultural extension of farmers (n = 312)

Demographic characteristics N X Standard deviation = F-test P-value
Sex -0.80 0.98
Male 183 4.05 0.45
Female 129 4.06 0.94
Age 4.55 0.01*
Less than 41 years 69 3.90 0.48
41-50 years 103 4.12 0.41
51-60 years 90 4.04 0.53
More than 60 years 50 4.18 0.42
Education level 1.12 0.35
Grade 4 59 4.15 0.44
Grade 6 66 4.03 0.53
High school 68 4.10 0.44
High school / vocational certificate 74 4.01 0.45
Diploma / higher than diploma 45 4.01 0.49
Number of services requested from the center per year (Time) 0.99 0.41
1 109 4.05 0.48
2 79 4.00 0.52
3 a2 4.16 0.41
4 40 4.04 0.46
More than 4 42 4.12 0.44
Group / organization membership related to agriculture -2.34 0.02*
Be a membership 128 3.98 0.51
Not being membership 184 4.11 0.44
Land ownership 3.53 0.10
Own 183 4.01 0.47
Rent 63 4.19 0.42
Own and rent 66 4.05 0.51

* Significant at P < 0.05
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