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ABSTRACT: The objectives of this research were to study 1) basic demographic 2) media exposure
about plant production 3) getting support from large scale agriculture extension system project
(LSAESP) and 4) the comparison among getting support from LSAESP classified by basic
demographic of large scale rice farmers in Saweangha district, Angthong province. The sample
size was 73 farmers. Data were collected by using a questionnaire and an in-depth interview.
The statistical analyse were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum,
maximum, t-test and F-test. The results indicated that the large scale rice farmers were female
67.10% with an average age of 59.27 years old, graduated from primary school 82.20%, were
farmer 100%, sold their agricultural products via shop and market buying central products
77.53%, experienced in agriculture 36.25 years on average and had an average planting area of
14.06 rai. Most large scale rice farmers had information exposure from people media through
government officials/private agents (64.40%). The levels of getting and enough support from
LSAESP on knowledge and advice on agriculture were high with an average score of 1.00 and
0.92, respectively. The farmers in large scale of rice were getting support from this project but
were not enough on three aspects: 1) marketing links 2) government standard certification and
3) sourcing for purchasing products. The farmers with different land holdings were getting
different support from LSAESP at a significance level of 0.05. The results of this research could
be applied to develop the capability in producing plants and competition in the manufacturing
sector according to the national development plan for other large scale agriculture.

Keywords: Production development, agricultural extension, large scale agriculture, sufficiency, support
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Table 1 Number and percentage of basic demographic of large scale rice farmers in Saweangha

district, Angthong province

(n=73)

Basic demographic Number Percentage
Gender

Female 49 67.10

Male 24 32.90
Age

30-55 years 25 34.20

56-61 years 21 28.80

62-85 years 27 37.00

Mean = 59.27 years, SD = 10.55 years, minimum =

30 years, maximum = 85 years

Educational level

Lower than primary school 3 4.10

Primary school 60 82.20

Secondary school or upper 10 13.70
Occupation

Farming 73 100.00
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Table 1 Continue.

(n=73)

Basic demographic Number Percentage
Agricultural selling method

Shop and market buying central products 69 77.53

Community market 11 12.36

Direct consumers 9 10.11
Agricultural standard

Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) 22 78.57

Organic Standards 6 21.43
Planting experience

5-30 years 29 39.70

31-40 years 21 28.80

41-78 years 23 31.50

Mean = 36.25 years, SD = 13.69 years, minimum = 5 years, maximum = 78 years

Planting area

4-10 rai 28 38.40
11-16 rai 21 28.80
17-30 rai 24 32.80
Mean = 14.06 rai, SD = 7.00 rai, minimum = 4 rai, maximum = 30 rai
Land holdings
Land owner 39 53.50
Household 5 6.80
Land own, household, and hire 29 39.70

SD = standard deviation
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Table 2 Number and percentage of media exposure about plant production news of large

scale rice farmers in Saweangha district, Angthong province

(n=73)
Media exposure about plant production news Number Percentage
Personal media
Not receiving 1 1.40
Receiving 72 98.60
Government officials/private agent a7 64.40
Community leader 15 20.50
Family, relative, and neighbor 10 13.70
Activity media
Not receiving 2 2.70
Receiving 71 97.30
Training 45 61.70
Meeting 21 28.80
Excursion 5 6.80
Mass media
Not receiving 18 24.70
Receiving 55 75.30
Agricultural book 19 26.00
Radio 16 21.90
Television 15 20.50
Newspaper, magazine, and brochure 5 6.90
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Table 2 Continue.

(n=73)
Media exposure about plant production news Number Percentage
Online media
Not receiving 55 75.30
Receiving 18 24.70
YouTube 17 23.30
Facebook 1 1.40
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Table 3 Getting and enough support from large scale agriculture extension system project of

large scale rice farmers in Saweangha district, Angthong province

(n=73)

lssue Getting support Enough support

Mean SD Level Mean SD Level
Reduction of unnecessary inputs 0.97 0.16 High 0.89 0.32 High
Productivity per rai 0.92 0.28 High 0.85 0.36 High
Management addition 0.97 0.16 High 0.84 0.37 High
Marketing links 0.79 0.41 High 0.59 0.50  Moderate
Product quality improvement 0.99 0.12 High 0.70 0.46 High
Seed/plant support 0.99 0.12 High 0.88 0.33 High
Material support for production 0.97 0.16 High 0.71 0.46 High
Knowledge and advice on agriculture 1.00 0.00 High 0.92 0.28 High
Government standard certification 0.97 0.16 High 0.64 0.48  Moderate
Getting a loan for input procurement 0.96 0.20 High 0.71 0.46 High
Getting a loan for machinery supply 0.90 0.30 High 0.71 0.46 High
Getting a loan for storage 0.93 0.25 High 0.86 0.35 High
Sourcing for purchasing products 0.88 0.33 High 0.64 0.48  Moderate
Overall 0.94 0.20 High 0.76 0.41 High

SD = standard deviation
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Table 4 The results of the analysis of variance about getting support from large scale agriculture

extension system project classified by basic demographic

(n=73)

Basic demographic

Getting support from large scale agriculture extension system project

F P-value
Age 0.040 0.961
Educational level 0.268 0.766
Agricultural selling method 0.552 0.578
Planting experience 0.529 0.591
Planting area 2.276 0.110
Land holdings 4.822 0.011*

* Significant at P < 0.05
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